University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

8-30-1988

Chilean Government Decrees To End States Of
Emergency
John Neagle

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
Neagle, John. "Chilean Government Decrees To End States Of Emergency." (1988). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/2282

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 074353
ISSN: 1060-4189

Chilean Government Decrees To End States Of Emergency
by John Neagle
Category/Department: General
Published: Tuesday, August 30, 1988
On Aug. 24, the Chilean government announced that it would end all states of emergency for the
first time since the military coup in 1973 which brought Gen. Augusto Pinochet to power. Chile's
top four military leaders, including Pinochet, were scheduled to meet on Aug. 30 to select a single
candidate for a presidential plebiscite planned for the first week of October. Pinochet is expected
to be the candidate. Two state of emergency decrees are currently in effect: a state of emergency
and a so-called state of disturbance to internal peace. At a news conference, Interior Minister Sergio
Fernandez said that presidential decrees lifting both emergency orders would take effect within the
next few weeks. According to the minister, the new decrees were issued because authorities had
established order in the country. Lifting the state of emergency decrees is not expected to have a
major impact. The government will continue to implement a tool it has used against the media the
ability to prosecute over articles allegedly offensive to the armed forces. This tool is provided for
in the Constitution, not the emergency decrees. On Aug. 25, for instance, police arrested Francisco
Herreros, editor of an opposition news magazine, and charged him with insulting the armed forces.
He joins about 30 other journalists now being prosecuted on such charges. Most are free on bail and
continuing to work. Christian Democrat Party head and leader of the Command for the No, Patricio
Aylwin, told Reuters on Aug. 25 that the lifting of the emergency statutes was a "cosmetic move"
by the government and a "minimum" for holding a fair election. About 7 million Chileans have
reportedly registered to vote of an estimated 8 million people who are eligible. On Aug. 29, Aylwin
reportedly told the heads of the navy, air force and national police that "historic responsibility" for
the decision they will make on the following day "weighs" on them and their institutions. Ricardo
Lagos, a Socialist party leader, also a leader of the Command for the No, said the decision on the
plebiscite candidate seems to have been made and that the "artificial, solemn and suspenseful
climate" surrounding the Aug. 30 event "is more appropriate to an operetta." If Pinochet wins the
plebiscite, he is expected to retire from the army before his inauguratin in March. Aylwin said
Pinochet's re-election "cannot mean anything but the continuation of the dictatorship" even though
he "is trying to dress himself in democratic clothes." According to the Constitution, if Pinochet loses
the plebiscite, he would have one more year in power, while competitive elections were organized.
In this scenario, a new president would be inaugurated on March 11, 1990. The general could run in
that presidential election, but he would have to resign the presidency to be eligible. (Basic data from
AP, 08/24/88; New York Times, 08/26/88, 08/30/88)
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